
 
Crop update as of 17 July 2013 

 
 
AMITOM countries (from a conference call on 16 July) 
 
Greece 
The weather is generally good. There have been some rain damage in fields, but some un-
contracted volumes should compensate these losses. One factory started this week (15 July) in 
the south, another should start tomorrow, and the rest in early August. The end of the crop 
expected for the end of September or early October.  
The estimate is maintained at 410 000 tonnes. 
 
France 
The situation is similar to that of Northern Italy with significant delays in the crop: in the south-
east harvest will start around 3rd August instead of on 23 July as in 2012, with significant volume 
only expected from 10 August and the peak around 22-25 August with large volume to be 
processed after mid- September and into October so the weather will be critical.  
Temperatures are good and the fields look good with no diseases but yields are expected to be 
lower than in2012. 
The estimate is maintained at 190 000 -195 000 tonnes but some think production will be lower 
 
Italy 
North: The figure for the surfaces planted in 2013 will be available next week but they are 
estimated to be 8.4% lower than  in 2012 at about 32 000 ha. 
The crop development is good with favorable temperatures in the last few weeks with not too 
high temperatures. Some hailstorms ad heavy thunderstorms last week have damaged about 
1 500 ha but the full impact on the yield reduction is yet not ascertained.  
The crop is generally about 10 days late so the harvest will start at the end of July but with no 
large quantities until about 6 August. The peak will be 10 days later than usual at the end of 
August. 
 
South: The final number for the surfaces planted will be available next week but these are 
estimated to be 10% lower than in 2012. The weather conditions are good with some rains and 
favorable temperatures, lower than last year. It is therefore expected that better yields than last 
year should compensate for the reduction in surfaces. There are some phytophtora and mildew 
development but these are under control.  
The harvest will be about 10 days late and will start next week for the cherry tomatoes and at 
the end of the month for the other types. Large quantities will arrive in factories from the middle 
of August with full capacity expected from 20 August to mid-September, with a large share of 
the crop in September.   
 
The overall forecast is maintained at 4.1 million tonnes. 
 
Portugal  
The plants are developing generally well, but are still very late. There has been 10 days of very 
hot weather which did some damages to the crop. 
The harvest will start around 10-12 August.  
The size of the crop will depend on the weather but the forecast is maintained for now at 1.1 
million tonnes. 
 
 
 



Spain 
The situation is similar to other countries with a large delay: in Andalusia, the harvest will start 
only at the end of July/early August and in Extremadura during the first week of August but with 
significant volumes only during the second week. In the Ebro valley, the rain and cold weather 
will postponed the harvest even further with the start expected at the end of August or early 
September and continue well into October.  
The weather is now good, hot but not too hot, with no diseases in the fields and crops looking 
good. 
The forecast is maintained at 1.65 million tonnes. 
 
Tunisia  
The surfaces planted is 15 000 hectares, against 20 700 ha in 2012. As of mid-July, weather 
conditions have been favorable for the plant and fruit development.  
The harvest started during the last week in June with an inventory of nearly 12 000 tonnes of 
28-30 paste. The harvest is now ending in the centre regions (Kairouan, Gafsa & Sidi Bouzid), 
and starting in the Cap Bon and North West regions. As of 14 July, 205 000 tonnes had been 
processed, about 35% of the total production which remains estimated at 650 000 tonnes.  
22 factories are operating with a total daily capacity of 30 000 tonnes. The price of tomatoes is 
130 TDT/MT, about 60 €/MT. 
 
Turkey 
Rains in June did not cause any flooding nor was there hailstorms but they favored the 
development of mildew in the north. The disease has been stopped now but it could have 
affected up to 50% of the surfaces in the region and some of these fields were seriously 
damaged (yields could be 50% of normal in these) although it is difficult to give a precise 
estimate at this point in time. 
The south will start about one week later than usual and the north probably only after the end of 
Ramadan (7-10 August) instead of usually in the first week of August.  
It is estimated that 32 000 hectares were planted and that about 1.8 million tonnes of tomatoes 
will be processed (excluding sundried tomatoes and those used fresh). 
 
Ukraine 
The weather is generally fine except for some rain and hail at the end of June which caused 
some small damages. The high level of humidity forces to treat fields more than usual for 
prevention. There are more insects than usual. The harvest will start in early August (2 August 
probably) and the forecast remains 400 000 tonnes. 
 
 
Other countries 
 
California (Mike Montna, 16/07/13) 
Harvest began in the first week of July in the Southern growing area.  At the end of this week 
7/20 the industry will have processed 1,458,613 short tons.  The start of harvest is 
approximately one week earlier than last year.  In the Southern part of the state, fields that were 
impacted by the Beet Curly Top Virus have experienced a definite yield loss from contracted 
levels and below revised expectations.  It should be noted that many of the hardest hit fields 
were those scheduled for the July delivery window.  It is reported that the incidence of disease 
damaged fields should be reduced in the first part of August.  Also, as of this update most fields 
who had little or no damage as a result of the Beet Curly Top Virus are also below contract at 
this point.  Harvest is underway in the Northern part of the State and yields are reported to be 
close to contract at this time.  Throughout the state, some of the early variety deliveries are 
showing some signs of stress from the recent high temperatures. 
 
Canada (John Mumford, 16/07/13) 
Rain has finally stopped (for the past 4 days at least).  Current processor estimates call for a 
10% to 20% reduction in the contracted volume.  So far very little disease but it wouldn’t take 
much for this crop to go south in a hurry. 
 
 



China (Qin Yelong, 17/07/13) 
In Xinjiang area, since May, there has been a lot of rainfall, thus resulting in low average 
temperature compared with a normal year and slowing down the growth of the plant, to some 
degree. We anticipate that the ripening of the crop will be delayed around 7-10 days, which, of 
course, largely depends on the weather conditions from now on. With wet weather, diseases 
are worse and earlier than a normal year. Early blight occurred late June, 20 days earlier. All 
these mentioned above will contribute to a reduction of yield. The total planting area in Xinjiang 
is around 590-600,000 mu, equivalent of 40,000 ha. 
 
The weather conditions in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region (IMAR) have experienced similar 
situation, with low average temperature and around one week delay in regard to maturity. The 
total planting area in IMAR is around 130,000 mu, equivalent of 8,700 ha, 1/3 less than what 
was last year. 
 
Considering all the factors mentioned above, the estimation for overall crop in China at this 
stage will be around 4 million MT. 
 
Brazil (Weber Moreira, 17/07/13) 
Rains occurred during early planting and in late May and early June (totaling 85 mm in some 
regions of Goiás and 270 mm in western São Paulo), caused the increased incidence of 
bacterial diseases and partially damaged crops ready to harvest. Another fact in common was 
the registration of a new caterpillar (Helicoverpa armigera), attacking the tomato plantations in 
Brazil, having as a consequence the loss of productivity and increased costs with insecticides. 
The area harvested to date amounts to about 7% of the planned volume with an average yield 
of 65 ton/ha. It is too early to estimate the average productivity of the crop in 2013 in Brazil. 
 
 
 Non-members 
 
Nigeria (Dan K. Lekettey, Executive Secretary, Tomato Processors Association of Nigeria –
TPAN-) 

 2012  
FINAL 

2013 
FORECAST (if available) 

Volume of fresh tomatoes 
processed (MT)  Nil <30,000MT 

Volume of tomato paste 
produced (MT) 55,000 MT (mostly packaging) 80,000 MT (mostly packaging)

Surface planted (ha) Cumulative 170000 hectares 1820000 hectares 
Average field yield MT/ha) 10 – 20MT/Ha 15 – 20MT/Ha 
Field-gate price paid by 
processors for fresh 
tomatoes used for paste  
(currency: Naira.) 

Min: 300 naira/50Kg basket 
Max: 500 naira/50Kg basket 
Average: 400 naira/50Kg 
basket 

Min: same as 2012 
Max: 
Average: same as 2012 

Start of the harvest (date)  March/April March/April 
End of the harvest (date) April/May till end of June 2012 May/June till end of July 2013 
 
Weather conditions: Northern part – Savannah vegetation, less than 1500mm rainfall annually, 
two distinct seasons for production (early & late), well drained soils and less disease 
prevalence, average yield is about 20MT/Ha. Southern part – Humid and tropical climate, 
characterized with heavy rainfall for more than 200 days in a year, soil less drained, average 
yield is 10MT/ha and high disease prevalence etc. 
 
Other comments: the northern part of the country is better advantaged in tomato production 
but the south is also making efforts to balance the production inequality through improved 
farming methods and greenhouse technology among others. 
 


